Events

MONTGOMERY

is proud to present

HISTORIC LANDSCAPES
WALKING FESTIVAL

October 6th-8th 2017
A range of guided walks from a short
family fun walk to a 22 mile ‘Challenge’
set in glorious Montgomeryshire countryside including parts of Offa’s Dyke, Kerry
Ridgeway and the Severn Way.
PLUS evening fun
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Gwneud y Cysylltiadau
HILLS VALES AND TRAILS

Monty’s Brewery Oktober Fest on Fri 6th
Supper with Singers entertainment on Sat 7th
This is open to all with proceeds to
CPRW Montgomeryshire.
No charge for walks but booking essential.
www.MontgomeryWalkingFestival.co.uk
or tel 01686 669730.

Become a CPRW member today for as little as £26.00 for
individual membership or £20.00 for Community Councils
Becoming a CPRW member or giving us a donation is the simplest and best way
you can support our work. Your donations and subscriptions enable us to carry on
protecting the things that matter in rural Wales.
In return we will:
Ensure your money helps protect Welsh landscapes and the quality of life in rural
areas.
We will also give you:
• A monthly ebulletin updating you about current issues.
• Our Rural Wales magazine three times each year.
• Opportunities to help others campaign in your local area.
Join on-line via the CPRW membership page: http://www.cprw.org.uk/support.html
To join by phone with a credit or debit card, please call us on 01938 552525
(between 10am and 2pm Monday-Thursday)

‘Caring for all Welsh landscape and rural life’
http://www.cprw.org.uk

A successful Arwain bid by CPRW
Montgomeryshire has developed a
multi-sector partnership for an area
of some 150sq kms encompassed by
the Kerry Hills and Severn Ridges and
comprising the Vale of Montgomery
Rural Cluster of Community Councils.
HVT was instigated by organisations
wanting to work together for the
improvement, understanding and
enjoyment of our wonderful, historic
landscapes maximising on benefit to
communities and rural economy. It
is unusual in being community driven
rather than instigated by NRW or a
Local Authority, although both are
committed partners.

Resources For Change were
commissioned to produce a feasibility
study for a Landscape Partnership
and Heritage Lottery Fund application.
Strong project proposals have emerged
typifying the overarching Making
Connections theme from the earlest
settlements through agrarian
development and land management
to the present connection of people,
heritage and landscapes.
Time was insufficient for a full HLF
application but the steering group
have plans for future development
and project funding. We are most
fortunate that PAVO will support
the project with officer time as HVT
moves forward.
For details please contact:
jilly@myphone.coop

Ymgryrch Diogelu Cymru Wledig
The Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales

Rural Wales Awards
Rural Wales
Awards,
which are
m a d e
by
the
branches
of CPRW,
were
first
established
in 1983 and are now sponsored by
the Post Office. Awards are made
to organizations or individuals who
have made notable contributions to
projects which are closely related to
the objectives of CPRW.
In 2014 the Montgomeryshire Branch
made a Rural Wales award to MOMA at
Machynlleth for the restoration of the
Tannery and its use as an Art Gallery

and this was followed in 2016 with
the award to the Montgomeryshire
Wildlife Trust for their acquisition and
preservation of Dolforwyn Woods
near Abermule. This year, the Branch
will be making the award to the The
Pontbren Project. This is a farmerled approach to sustainable land
management in 10 neighbouring
farms near Llanfair Caereinion.
The Branch Committee is very keen
to involve our Montgomeryshire
membership in making these awards
and we would value suggestions for
future awards. If you have any ideas for
a deserving award please contact the
chairman, Chris Fuller or a committee
member and we will then assess the
project and consider it for an award.

To date farmers in Pontbren have planted over 120,000 native trees, reinstated
26.5km of hedgerow, created 5.4 acres of ponds as well as restoring wetlands.
The successful integration of woodland and wetland habitats has increased biodiversity and encouraged wildlife back into the area including hen harrier, skylark,
linnet, barn owl, lapwing, snipe, kingfisher, curlew, red kite, cuckoo, stonechat and
woodcock. Apart from improving grazing land, the project has had the unexpected
effect of reducing water run-off and soil erosion. It has become an
important model for potential flood-risk management in other
parts of Great Britain.
Pontbren Farmers - “Caring for the environment; farming with care”
http://pontbren.bangor.ac.uk
The Woodland Trust 2013 (www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/publications/)

Contact us: Chris Fuller, Chair, CPRW Montgomeryshire Branch:
chrisfuller61@hotmail.com

Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/cprwmontgomeryshire
Follow us on Twitter: twitter.com/CPRWMontgomery

Local Planning Issues
Fighting for Montgomeryshire
The Powys Local Development Plan (LDP)
The LDP must be right; it defines
planning policy until 2026.
Branch involvement began with
responding to the first LDP draft
with the Manifesto for People and
Places with many proposals being
subsequently adopted in the much
strengthened second draft.
This LDP had a reasonable target
of 59MW for new renewables but, at
the very final draft before Examination,
Powys County Council slid in a ‘Further
Focussed Change 79’ providing for
a devastating target of 600MW and
multiple large wind and solar ‘Local
Search Areas’ encompassing (including
existing Search Areas) an incredible
40% of Powys outside the Beacons.
CPRW alerted public and councillors
who submitted an unprecedented
700 plus objections and critiques
of the evidence base. Powys swiftly
commissioned new evidence based on

landscape sensitivity and grid proximity
and subsequently reverted to 60MW
removing all wind LSAs. Twenty large
new solar LSAs were designated
including in their ‘envelop’ large areas
of constrained land. Puzzling when the
Minister claims that LSAs are designed
to give ‘certainty to developers’ !
At the time of going to press, further
public consultations and the Inspector’s
final and binding recommendations for
the LDP are still pending.
CPRW retains a highly experienced
planning barrister working with local
members and our Director. Remarkable
successes have been achieved already
including CPRW contributing to the
introduction of a robust Landscape
Policy at the Inspector’s invitation.
A massive thank you to everyone
who has stood up for Montgomeryshire
by responding to the LDP or
contributing to the fighting fund.

LDP Fundraising Appeal
Had it not been for Head Office and the Branches working collectively to
challenge the legitimacy of what Powys was proposing, much of the uplands
of Powys could have been ruined. The benefits of this collective working and
our use of the planning Barrister have paid really dividends. By the end of
June however much of our £20,000 fighting fund will have been swallowed
up. We now need to replenish this fund.
Please continue to give as generously as you are able to protect the
Powys landscapes. You can do so now by donating online here:
https://cprw.charitycheckout.co.uk/Page7

